
Dear Family and Friends, 
 
We are now in Perth, Australia!  We left home on Saturday evening (June 
3rd) to stay at a motel because our flight to JFK was so early.  We arrived 
at the airport at 5:30 AM.  Our flight to JFK went well.  When we arrived at 
JFK we went to check on seats that had been switched to be told that 
Peter's ticket had been blocked due to the Australian Visa not being 
registered.  They were very good and called Australia to sort it out which 
took quite a while.  I had really been upset at having to stay at the airport 
all day, even trying to change the tickets for which Delta said it would cost 
over $2,000, so needless to say we kept the tickets as they were and it 
may have been a good thing we did as it took so much time to sort out the 
visa.  We flew to Los Angeles and met another member who was going as 
well.  She also had a problem with her visa as well. We then flew to 
Sydney (about 15 hours). We arrived in Sydney on June 6th having lost 
June 5th. 
  
We were joined by Helen Westmoreland, Bob Penoyer and Mari for the 
flight to Perth. Our flight to Perth went well, but when we arrived at the 
hotel we learned that we were not registered at that hotel.  Perth has two 
Rendezvous Hotels, one downtown Perth and one in Scarborough.   We 
managed to get into the Scarborough hotel, but even though the hotels are 
owned by the same company, they would not transfer the reservation and 
we were charged for the same night in both hotels.   
  
The beach is lovely except for a lot of on-going construction.  On 
Wednesday, Peter and I went for a walk around the area.  Prices are quite 
high here.  Thursday was the formal opening of their Grand Chapter.  The 
members wear white long dresses at all meetings.  Their ritual is a little 
different from ours and their floor work is different from ours - - very much 
like Scotland as they were part of Scotland's Grand Chapter until 
1984.  After the meeting we attended the membership banquet which was 
a lot of fun. 
  
We took a bus tour on Friday and drove along the beautiful coast of the 
Indian Ocean.   We arrived in Mandurah and drove around the city until we 
reached the dock from which we had a cruise scheduled.  We had a fish 
and chips lunch, then cruised around the area.  We saw many dolphins 



that swam alongside the boat.  One part of the cruise included going up 
and down man made canals with multi-million dollar homes situated 
alongside of the canals.  The lots were very small and the houses very 
large so there was very little room between the houses.  Many had huge 
boats in front of the homes.  The return back to the hotel was through 
scenic areas. 
  
Love to all, 
Shirley 


