
Dear Family and Friends, 
 
On Thursday, June 15th we rode the On-Off bus all around Sydney.  This 
was an interesting tour with commentary.  Sydney has a tower that is 1014 
feet tall and built over an upscale shopping center.  It is held in place by 56 
steel cables and is built to withstand harsh weather storms.  At the top are 
two rotating restaurants, a 4D cinema, and skywalk around the top along 
with an observation deck. It is a fantastic view from the top.  We visited St 
Mary's Church which is a beautiful Church with amazing stained glass 
windows.  The altar was very ornate and lovely. 
We walked through Hyde Park and watched an outdoor chess game for a 
few minutes.  The chessman were very large and it seemed to be hard to 
figure out moves.. We caught the on-off bus and toured Bondi Beach and 
the area around there.  This beach is a very popular vacation spot. 
 
On Friday we caught a train at Martin's Place Station to Mortdale, a village 
near Sydney to attend an Eastern Star meeting. We could only buy a one 
way ticket. I met some of the members at the United Grand Chapter and 
they invited me to come. The Grand Representative to Virginia in Australia 
is a member of that chapter.  I am hoping she will be able to come to our 
Grand Chapter next year. This was a day meeting and they had a luncheon 
after the meeting.  The meeting was very enjoyable. When we got back to 
the train station we could not find a machine to buy a ticket.  You had to 
have an Opal card to get a ticket.  An employee at the station bought our 
tickets with his Opal card and we paid him cash.  I was wondering if we 
were going to be stuck in Mortdale.  We returned to our hotel to pack.  On 
Saturday we flew to Singapore on a budget airline called Scoot. 
 
Love, 
Shirley 
 


